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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responding to application papers filed 6-14-2004. 

2. Claims 1 - 13 are pending. Claims 1, 6, 7, 11 are independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United States and was published 
under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 6, 7, 8, 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Stefik et al. (US Patent No. 5,638,443). 

Regarding Claim 1, Stefik discloses a content transmission device, which is capable of 
inputting contents including copy control information and outputting the contents, 
comprising: 

a) a copy control information detection unit configured to detect the copy control 
information from the inputted contents; (see Stefik col. 3, lines 58-63: detect and 
access attached usage rights (i.e. copy control information) for media content) 
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b) a copy control information judgment unit configured to judge whether or not it is 
possible to output the contents from the detected copy control information; (see 
Stefik col. 5, lines 54-60; col. 6, lines 35-42: determinate usage rights (i.e. copy 
control information), allow output of media content) 

c) a content output control unit configured to control the contents in an output failure 
state in a case where it is judged that the output of the contents is impossible; 
(see Stefik col. 6, lines 35-42: error condition (i.e. output failure state) based on 
usage rights (i.e. copy control information), control the contents - stop the 
session, contents not output) and 

d) an output failure information output unit configured to output failure information 
indicating that the contents are in the output failure state instead of the contents 
controlled in the output failure state by the content output control unit, (see Stefik 
col. 9, lines 65-67: status, history and contents information; col. 16, lines 50-52: 
user interface for status (i.e. error condition) messages) 

Regarding Claim 6, Stefik discloses a content transmission method, which is capable 
of inputting contents including copy control information and outputting the contents, 
comprising: 

a) detecting the copy control information from the inputted contents; (see Stefik col. 
3, lines 58-63: detect and access attached usage rights (i.e. copy control 
information) for content) 
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b) judging whether or not it is possible to output the contents from the detected copy 
control information; (see Stefik col. 5, lines 54-60; col. 6, lines 35-42: 
determinate usage rights (i.e. copy control information), allow output of contents) 

c) controlling the contents in an output failure state in a case where it is judged that 
the output of the contents is impossible; (see Stefik col. 6, lines 35-42: error 
condition (i.e. output failure state) based on usage rights (i.e. copy control 
information), control the contents - stop the session, contents not output) and 

d) outputting output failure information indicating that the contents are in the output 
failure state instead of the contents controlled in the output failure state, (see 
Stefik col. 9, lines 65-67: status information and contents; col. 16, lines 50-52: 
user interface) 

Regarding Claim 7, Stefik discloses a content reception device in which contents are 
inputted and subjected to predetermined signal processing, comprising: 

a) an output failure information extraction unit configured to extract output failure 
information added based on copy control information from the inputted contents; 
(see Stefik col. 16, lines 50-52; col. 9, lines 65-67: status (i.e. error message) 
information extracted for display, usage rights (i.e. status, history information)) 

b) an output failure information judgment unit configured to judge the extracted 
output failure information; (see Stefik col. 5, lines 54-60; col. 6, lines 35-42: 
determinate usage rights (i.e. status, copy control information), enable output of 
media contents) and 
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c) an output failure information notification unit configured to notify that the contents 
are in an output failure state based on a judgment result of the output failure 
information judgment unit, (see Stefik col. 9, lines 65-67: status information and 
contents; col. 16, lines 50-52: user interface for status display) 

Regarding Claim 8, Stefik discloses a content reception device according to claim 7, 
wherein the output failure information extraction unit is configured to: 

a) extract the output failure information added based on the copy control information 
from a plurality of types of contents which differ with type, (see Stefik col. 16, 
lines 50-52; col. 9, lines 65-67: error message information extracted for display, 
usage rights (i.e. status, history information); col. 10, lines 62-63: multiple types 
of media content processed) 

b) the output failure information judgment unit is configured to judge a content of the 
output failure information extracted from the plurality of types of contents, (see 
Stefik col. 5, lines 54-60; col. 6, lines 35-42: determinate usage rights (i.e. copy 
control information) enable output of contents; col. 10, lines 62-63: multiple types 
of media content processed) and 

c) the output failure information notification unit is configured to notify the contents 
in the output failure state based on judgment results of the output failure 
information judgment unit, (see Stefik col. 9, lines 65-67: status information and 
contents; col. 16, lines 50-52: user interface for display) 
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Regarding Claim 11, Stefik discloses a content reception method in which a plurality of 
types of contents different in system are inputted and each of the contents is subjected 
to predetermined signal processing, comprising: 

a) extracting output failure information added based on copy control information 
from the inputted plurality of types of contents; (see Stefik col. 9, lines 65-67: 
status (i.e. output failure information) combined with contents; col. 10, lines 62- 
63: multiple types of media content processed) 

b) judging a content of the extracted output failure information; (see Stefik col. 5, 
lines 54-60; col. 6, lines 35-42: determinate usage rights (i.e. status, copy control 
information), enable output of media contents) and 

c) notifying the contents brought in an output failure state based on a judgment 
result of the output failure information, (see Stefik col. 9, lines 65-67: status 
information and contents; col. 16, lines 50-52: user interface for status display) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stefik in 
view of Salmonsen et al. (US PGPUB 200300220781) 
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Regarding Claim 2, Stefik discloses a content transmission device according to claim 
1 , wherein output failure information output unit, and to output the output failure 
information, (see Stefik col. 3, lines 58-63: media content and control information 
delivery system; col. 6, lines 41-42: error condition processing via messages; col. 16, 
lines 50-52: user interface for status (i.e. output status information) display) Stefik does 
not specifically disclose wherein the output information is configured to add the output 
failure information to VBI of an analog video signal. However, Salmonsen discloses 
wherein the output information is configured to add the output failure information to VBI 
of an analog video signal, (see Salmonsen paragraph [0100], lines 14-16: streaming 
media processing; paragraph [0109], lines 7-13: header processing; paragraph [01 84], 
lines 9-13; paragraph [0188], lines 1-3: analog signal processing; paragraph [0186], 
lines 3-6; paragraph [0188], lines 7-10: VBI (Vertical Blanking Interval) processing) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Stefik as 
taught by Salmonsen to enable the capability to utilize analog signal and VBI (Vertical 
Blanking Interval) communications. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ the teachings of Salmonsen in order to achieve a level of 
interoperability and resource management among network-connected devices, (see 
Salmonsen paragraph [0003], lines 4-11: "... networks enable easy access to 
information throughout the world and facilitate information delivery world-wide in the 
form of text files, data, motion pictures, video clips, web pages, flash presentations, 
shareware, computer programs, command files, and other information. One obstacle to 
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access and delivery of information is lack of interoperability and resource management 
among devices. ...") 

7. Claims 3 - 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stefik in view of Salmonsen et al. (US PGPUB 200300220781) and further in view of 
Adent et al. (US PGPUB No. 20040054912). 

Regarding Claim 3, Stefik discloses a content transmission device according to claim 
1 , wherein the output failure information output unit, and to output the output failure 
information, (see Stefik col. 3, lines 58-63: media content and control information 
delivery system; col. 6, lines 41-42: error condition processing via messages; col. 16, 
lines 50-52: user interface for status (i.e. output status information) display) Stefik does 
not specifically disclose output information is configured to add the output failure 
information to an isochronous packet of IEEE 1 394 digital video data. However, 
Salmonsen discloses wherein output information is configured to add the output failure 
information to an isochronous packet of IEEE 1 394 digital video data, (see Salmonsen 
paragraph [0100], lines 14-16: streaming media processing; paragraph [0109], lines 7- 
13: header processing; paragraph [0184], lines 9-13; paragraph [0035], lines 4-13: CIP 
headers, IEEE 1394 protocols) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Stefik as 
taught by Salmonsen to enable the capability to add the output failure information to an 
isochronous packet of IEEE 1 394 digital video data. One of ordinary skill in the art 
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would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Salmonsen in order to achieve a 
high level of interoperability and resource management among network-connected 
devices, (see Salmonsen paragraph [0003], lines 4-1 1 ) 

Stefik-Salmonsen does not specifically disclose wherein to add the output failure 
information to a C IP header. However, Adent discloses wherein to add the output 
failure information to a C IP header, (see Adent paragraph [0002], lines 2-4; paragraph 
[0004], lines 1-3; paragraph [0019], lines 1-5: header (i.e. CIP header) modification 
capability) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Stefik as 
taught by Adent to enable the capability to add the output failure information to a CIP 
header. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the 
teachings of Adent in order to enable delivery of streaming data over a wide variety of 
networks and protocols, (see Adent paragraph [0003], lines 5-7) 

Regarding Claim 4, Stefik discloses a content transmission device according to claim 
1 , wherein the output failure information output unit, and to output the output failure 
information, (see Stefik col. 3, lines 58-63: media content and control information 
delivery system; col. 6, lines 41-42: error condition processing via messages; col. 16, 
lines 50-52: user interface for status (i.e. output status information) display) Stefik does 
not specifically disclose to add the output failure information to digital video data 
outputted by RTP via Ethernet. However, Salmonsen disclose wherein output 
information is configured to add the output failure information to digital video data 
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outputted by RTP via Ethernet, (see Salmonsen paragraph [0100], lines 14-16: 
streaming media processing; paragraph [0109], lines 7-13: header processing; 
paragraph [0184], lines 9-13; paragraph [0035], lines 4-13: RTP protocols) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Stefik as 
taught by Salmonsen to configured to add the output failure information to digital video 
data outputted by RTP via Ethernet. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ the teachings of Salmonsen in order to achieve a high level of 
interoperability and resource management among network-connected devices, (see 
Salmonsen paragraph [0003], lines 4-1 1 ) 

Stefik-Salmonsen does not specifically disclose wherein to add the output failure 
information to an RTP extension header. However, Adent discloses wherein to add the 
output failure information to an RTP extension header, (see Adent paragraph [0002], 
lines 2-4; paragraph [0004], lines 1-3; paragraph [0019], lines 1-5: header (i.e. RTP 
extension header) modification capability) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Stefik as 
taught by Adent to enable the capability to add the output failure information to an RTP 
extension header. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ 
the teachings of Adent in order to enable delivery of streaming data over a wide variety 
of networks and protocols, (see Adent paragraph [0003], lines 5-7) 

Regarding Claim 5, Stefik discloses a content transmission device according to claim 
1, wherein the output failure information output unit, and to output the output failure 
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information, (see Stefik col. 3, lines 58-63: media content and control information 
delivery system; col. 6, lines 41-42: error condition processing via messages; col. 16, 
lines 50-52: user interface for status (i.e. output status information) display) Stefik does 
not specifically disclose output information is configured to add the output failure 
information to digital video data outputted by HTTP via Ethernet. However, Salmonsen 
disclose wherein output information is configured to add the output failure information to 
digital video data outputted by HTTP via Ethernet, (see Salmonsen paragraph [0100], 
lines 14-16: streaming media processing; paragraph [0109], lines 7-13: header 
processing; paragraph [0184], lines 9-13; paragraph [0035], lines 4-13: HTTP protocols) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Stefik as 
taught by Salmonsen to configured to add the output failure information to data 
outputted by HTTP via Ethernet. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to employ the teachings of Salmonsen in order to achieve a high level of 
interoperability and resource management among network-connected devices, (see 
Salmonsen paragraph [0003], lines 4-11) 

Stefik-Salmonsen does not specifically disclose wherein to add the output failure 
information to an HTTP header. However, Adent discloses wherein to add the output 
failure information to an HTTP header, (see Adent paragraph [0002], lines 2-4; 
paragraph [0004], lines 1-3; paragraph [0019], lines 1-5: header modification capability) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Stefik as 
taught by Adent to enable the capability to add the output failure information to an HTTP 
header. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the 
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teachings of Adent in order to enable delivery of streaming data over a wide variety of 
networks and protocols, (see Adent paragraph [0003], lines 5-7) 

8. Claims 9, 10, 12, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stefik in view of Lee et al. (US PGPUB No. 20030115146). 

Regarding Claim 9, Stefik discloses a content reception device, method according to 
claims 7 or 8. (see Stefik col. 3, lines 58-63: media content and control information 
delivery system; col. 6, lines 41-42: error condition processing via messages) Stefik 
does not specifically disclose a content recording unit configured to record the inputted 
contents, and an output failure information recording unit configured to record the 
judgment result of the output failure information judgment unit in accordance with the 
contents recorded in the content recording unit. 
However, Lee discloses: 

a) a content recording unit configured to record the inputted contents; (see Lee 
paragraph [0215], lines 2-6; paragraph [0221], lines 1-5; paragraph [367], lines 
16-17: record capability for media content) and 

b) an output failure information recording unit configured to record the judgment 
result of the output failure information judgment unit in accordance with the 
contents recorded in the content recording unit, (see Lee paragraph [0453], lines 
10-13: error procedure utilizing messaging, error message displayed) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Stefik as 
taught by Lee to enable the capability for a content recording unit configured to 
record the inputted contents, and an output failure information recording unit 
configured to record the judgment result of the output failure information judgment 
unit. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to employ the 
teachings of Lee in order to enable media content to be accessed, copied, and 
controlled in a secure manner in a network environment, (see Lee paragraph 
[0009], lines 2: u ... security and systems and methods that ensure that content is 
accessed, copied and controlled in secure ways in an electronic environment . . . "; 
paragraph [0022], lines 11-13; u ... maintain content security a new system would 
require advanced techniques for detecting unauthorized copying of encrypted 
data.... ") 



Regarding Claim 10, Stefik discloses a content reception device according to claim 9. 
(see Stefik col. 3, lines 58-63: media content and control information delivery system; 
col. 6, lines 41-42: error condition processing via messages) Stefik does not specifically 
disclose a content recording stop unit configured to stop the recording by the content 
recording unit. However, Lee disclose wherein a content recording stop unit configured 
to stop the recording by the content recording unit. However, Lee disclose wherein a 
content recording stop unit configured to stop the recording by the content recording 
unit with respect to the contents judged to have the output failure state by the output 
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failure information judgment unit, (see Lee paragraph [0449}, lines 5-9: stop recording 
based on error condition (i.e. output failure state)) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Stefik as 
taught by Lee to enable the capability for a content recording stop unit configured to 
stop the recording by the content recording unit. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been motivated to employ the teachings of Lee in order to enable media content to 
be accessed, copied, and controlled in a secure manner in a network environment, 
(see Lee paragraph [0009], lines 2; paragraph [0022], lines 11-13) 

Regarding Claim 12, Stefik discloses a content reception method according to claim 
1 1 . (see Stefik col. 3, lines 58-63: media content and control information delivery 
system; col. 6, lines 41-42: error condition processing via messages) Stefik does not 
specifically disclose recording the inputted contents, and recording the judgment result 
of the output failure information. 
However, Lee discloses: 

a) recording the inputted contents; (see Lee paragraph [0215], lines 2-6; paragraph 
[0221], lines 1-5; paragraph [0367], lines 16-17: record (i.e. copy, write) input 
media content) and 

b) recording the judgment result of the output failure information in accordance with 
the recorded contents, (see Lee paragraph [0449], lines 4-8; paragraph [0453], 
lines 5-9: usage rights determination, failure state) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Stefik as 
taught by Lee to enable the capability to record the inputted contents, and record the 
judgment result of the output failure information. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to employ the teachings of Lee in order to enable media 
content to be accessed, copied, and controlled in a secure manner in a network 
environment, (see Lee paragraph [0009], lines 2; paragraph [0022], lines 11-13) 

Regarding Claim 13, Stefik discloses a content reception device according to claim 12. 
(see Stefik col. 3, lines 58-63: media content and control information delivery system; 
col. 6, lines 41-42: error condition processing via messages) Stefik does not 
specifically disclose stopping the recording of the contents judged to have the output 
failure state. However, Lee discloses wherein stopping the recording of the contents 
judged to have the output failure state, (see Lee paragraph [0449], lines 4-8; paragraph 
[0453], lines 5-9: usage rights determination, stop recording or failure state) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Stefik as 
taught by Lee to enable the capability to stop the recording of the contents judged to 
have the output failure state. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated 
to employ the teachings of Lee in order to enable media content to be accessed, 
copied, and controlled in a secure manner in a network environment, (see Lee 
paragraph [0009], lines 2; paragraph [0022], lines 11-13) 



Application/Control Number: 10/825,432 
Art Unit: 2136 



Page 16 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlton Johnson whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1032. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 8:00AM to 
5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nassar Moazzami, can be reached on 571-272-4195. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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